
T he new year is off and 
running and February is 

just a few days away.  Wow! 
My folks always told me the 
older you get the faster it 
goes. Now I understand that 
statement!  

      On this month’s newslet-
ter Debbie chose another of 
Councilor Stone’s pictures to  
showcase and share his talent 
of capturing the beauty we 
have in Douglas County.   
Again, we thank you Forrest, 
for allowing her to use your 
photo’s. They are  truly 
amazing. His business name 
is Forrest Stone Photography 
and you can find him on FB.  

     Opening up next to Blos-
som Music School is River   
Valley Realty, LLC, Don 
Shaw is the Proprietor.  
More to come later in this 
newsletter.  

     Another small market 
went in just after Bi-Mart on 
the next block in the build-
ing that was formerly a laun-
dromat several years ago. 
Their name is Central Mar-
ket.  

     Also now open is Over 
the Hill Auto located on 
West Central across from 
Murphy Plywood. They pro-
vide service that focusses on 
older model vehicles.  

    The Valentine Avenue 
Project is on schedule and 
moving forward. Staff has 
received the plans back 
from the engineers. Next 
will be scheduled meetings 
with the home owners on 
Valentine to go over the 
project and process so they 
will be informed. Street re-
pair and paving is scheduled 
to begin late spring or early 
summer, depending on the 
weather. What a huge im-
provement it will be and 
I’m sure it will be           
welcomed by all who use 
that route frequently.   

    Have a great February!  
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A t the Monday, January 
14, 2019 City Council 

meeting the Mayor, and three 
Councilors were sworn in by 
City Recorder, Diane Harris.  

Mayor, Todd McKnight is em-
barking on his third consecu-
tive term as Mayor for the city 
of Sutherlin. His term will end 
December of 2020. 

Also sworn in were Tom 
Boggs, and Michelle Sumner 
who are returning as the suc-
cessful incumbents in the 2018 
General Election.  New to 
Council is Becky Wattles who 
was the third person to win 
this years election.  

Becky works in the banking 
industry; she and her husband 
have lived here in Sutherlin for 
several years.  

All three councilors have 
terms ending in December of 
2022. 

The Mayor and Council nomi-
nated Tom Boggs as the new 
Council President which is a 
two-year term. Council Presi-
dent presides over the meeting 
in the absence of the Mayor. 

Some of you know that Mayor 
McKnight’s father, Stan 
McKnight, was our mayor on 

two separate occasions. Stan 
was present for Mayor Todd 
McKnight's swearing in as 
were Todd’s wife, Tracie and 
daughters Lexie and Kelsie. 
The Mc Knight’s have a long 
running history with our City 
Council. Besides Stan and 
Todd being Mayor, Todd’s 
older brother, Scott McKnight, 
also served a        4-year term 
as a City Councilor. Todd 
shared a picture with me that I 
felt would be nice to share 
with you all. The picture was 
printed by the “Sun Tribune” 
which many of you will re-
member as our longtime run-
ning  local newspaper. This 
was an ad that Stan McKnight 
had put in the paper for his 
election. We’re not positive on 
the date of this picture but 
guessing it has to be around 
1982 to 1984. Pictured is Scott 
McKnight in the forefront and 
Todd is behind his big brother. 
My guess Todd is about 6 or 7 
years old.  

I’ve had the pleasure of work-
ing with all three of the 
McKnight men who’ve all put 
their mark in the Sutherlin his-
tory books for sure.   

 

Mayor & Councilors Sworn In 
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ꜜL to R Back - Councilors Becky Wattles, Travis 
Tomlinson, Seth Vincent, and Forrest Stone.  

Front - Council President, Tom Boggs, Mayor Todd 
McKnight and Councilor Michelle Sumner 



 
The starting 
point of all  

Achievement 
is  

DESIRE 

The Mayor mentioned the new busi-
ness opening up on West Central,  
River Valley Realty, LLC. They 
moved in next door to the True Val-
ue at 217 W. Central. You can reach 
them by phone at 541-802-1100. 

They have 127 years of combined 
experience with 3 Principal Brokers 
and 3 Brokers. They advertise their 
Motto to be, Service - Integrity - 
Trust.  

     The 3 Brokers include: Ralph 
McGuffie, a well known icon of  real 
estate and he’s been well known in 
the Sutherlin-Oakland area for many 
years. Next, Susan Murphy, who is 
known without introduction as a life-
long member of our community. 
She’s re-known for her diligence, 
integrity and service. The third Bro-
ker is Brittney Freamon, who is also 
the Office Manager, she has roots all 
over Douglas County, however she 
and her husband have called Suther-
lin their home now for the past five 
years.  

     The Principal Brokers are Muriel 
Madden, who comes with 30 years 
experience and is also a native of the 
area. She reviews contracts and 
agreements, as well as lists and sells 
real estate. Next is Katherine Wil-
liams, a native Oregonian and now a 
resident of Sutherlin, who has exten-

sive experience in property manage-
ment, real estate and supervision. Next 
is Don Shaw who is the owner, and 
Principal Broker in Oregon and  Flori-
da and now resides in Sutherlin. He 
comes with 35 years in public service, 
Education and 15 years in real estate. 
He says he feels blessed to have indi-
viduals of honesty and integrity who 
believe in service above self. He and 
Brittney Freamon began River Valley 
Realty LLC in October 2018. Their 
other colleagues joined them December 
1, 2018.  Welcome to all.  

     Those who live on the east end of 
Central Avenue may have noticed that 
a new store has opened called Central 
Market in the building that was for-
merly a laundromat several years ago 
and is located  just past   Bi-Mart. 
Owners are Crystal Lake Rentals, and 
John Cole.  

     Another new business that we’ve 
watched being built over the past year 
is Over the Hill Auto. They are locat-
ed across from Murphy Plywood on 
West Central Avenue. Owners are R & 
S Auto Services, Ronald and Raymond 
Corvinus  who are a father/son duo.  

     We welcome these new businesses 
to Sutherlin! We wish you all the best 
and look forward to many years of  
success for you and  your business!  

What’s New Around Town 
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O n January 3, 2019 the 
Police and Fire 

Crews started the year out on a 
very positive note by donating 
blood. In charge of getting it 
organized and set up was Suth-
erlin Police Department’s Pub-
lic Safety Office Supervisor, 
Gayla Holley. Of course Red 
Cross was on board and set up 
their equipment and followed 
their normal routine protocol.  

This was listed as a challenge 
between the Police & Fire  
Departments with the Police 

coming out on top with 16 
people donating and Fire had a 
total of 9.  

  Of course it was all in good 
fun and the good news is that 
we were able to donate 25 
units of blood to the Red 
Cross.      

    The need for blood is     
constant and only volunteer     
donors can fulfill that need for 
patients in our community. 
Nationwide, someone needs a 
unit of blood every 2 to 3   
seconds and most of us will 
need blood at some point in 

B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B a d g e s  
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Our area is in a blood 
shortage crisis.  To 

schedule an 
appointment go to 

www.redcrossblood.org  

S u t h e r l i n  C i t y  N e w s  

Buddy the Blood Drop 
was on hand to help. 
Inside was  Wyatt, 
Chief Mills’ son.  His 
wife Sarah and young-
est son Garrett helped 
out too.   

our lifetime. 

   Our thanks to all those who came in to 
donate blood! Every little bit helps! 
Thanks for supporting the American Red 
Cross and our Blood Drive challenge!  

SRO Jake McGarvey kidding around with “Buddy the Blood Drop”  

First time Donor Case Wells  

Officer Kyle Nelson eager to give!    Chief Troy Mills with Buddy (son Wyatt)     Gayla Holley our Organizer!  

Officer Matt Barrett ready to donate! Battalion Chief Dan McCormick 

       Sarah Mills & sons Garrett & Wyatt 



S u t h e r l i n  d o w n t o w n  d e v e l o p m e n t  
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T he Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant is right on 

schedule. The latest, full report 
compiled by the contractor and 
engineers is available on the 
City's website on the Home 
page. 

     Our staff meets weekly with 
Tapani Inc, the contractor,  and 
the engineers, Dyer Partnership. 
Both update staff; giving a run-
down of what has been taking 
place, any challenges they may 
have had and what will be com-
ing up next.  They have been 

great to work with! 

     Two of the pictures below 
were taken from a Drone so it 
gives you a great overhead 
view of the full project.  

     If you happen to have any 
questions please give PW Utili-
ties a call and I’m sure they’ll 
be happy to help you. 541-459-
5768.  

 

W A S T E W A T E R  T R E A T M E N T  P L A N T  
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C  G i l e s  H u n t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
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The Book Selection and Cataloguing team; 
several books were selected and added to 
the collection by an amazing team of Col-
leen Carney, Kish Doyle, Liz Hendershott, 
Sharon Troxel, Lois Soulia, Jean Snow, 
and Deborah Utter who helps us enter our 
books into the Apollo System. Sharon 
Troxel, and Lois Scoulia helped with the 
selection of the best seller books being pur-
chased and the selection of the children’s 
books that had been purchased that would 
make an appropriate addition to our collec-
tion.  Thank you ladies!  

     Our volunteer coordinator, Rannah Wil-
liams works tirelessly to ensure that our 
shifts are filled and the books would be 
able to be checked in and out, and shelved. 
She willingly will fill shifts herself when 
literally there was no one else signed up. 
Thank you for all you do Rannah!  

     For our Children’s Story Time each and 
every Wednesday at 11am our Volunteers 
include  Nancy Anderson, Terry and Joy 
Garrelts, Barbara Hamby, Gail Francis 
Jackson,  Charlene Lutz,  Joy Malone, 
Deborah Utter, and Pam Shoemaker, who 
personally took months of these sessions. 

     Volunteers for Fun Fridays and Maker 
Space activities include, Mark and Nancy 
Anderson, Deborah Utter, Pam Shoemaker, 
Sandy Wilson, and Vi Jobb, from the 
Umpqua Quilt Guild.   

      Statistics and outreach:  Rick Troxel 
attended countless Douglas County Library 
Association meetings on behalf of the 
Sutherlin Library in an effort to coordinate 
the libraries around Douglas County.  
Without his efforts the Douglas County 
libraries probably would not have the co- 
ordinated check out system, Apollo. Rick 
also keeps the statistics of how many pa-
trons we serve.  This information is invalu-
able when it come to applying for grants.                                   

                   More to come next month... 

F ebruary is Celebrate Literacy 
month. The library has several events 

planned, starting off on Friday, February 
1st is Fun Friday with Super  Heroes at 
2pm.  On Wednesday, February 6th for 
Story Time at 11am and we will have real 
life Super Heroes here. We are planning to 
have representatives from both the    Police 
& Fire Departments so you won’t want to 
miss it.  

     On Friday February 15th at 2:30 pm we 
will be awarding ”Quilts of Valor” to 
Mickey and Annie Thompson, two life-
long residents of Sutherlin who served in 
the Korean War.  Please join us for this!  

     On Saturday, February 23rd  from 
10am - 3pm, at the Douglas County Fair-
grounds the Sutherlin Library will host a 
table at the Celebration of Literacy 
Event taking place that day. Please come 
by and say hello.  

     We want to give out a special thanks to 
some of our volunteers. First to Joanie 
Flynn, who religiously opens and closes 
the library weekly.  She’s also one of the 
first to shelve books that have been 
checked in and also arranges the top 
shelves in the children’s section attractive-
ly so books can be noticed by the children 
and their parents. Thank you Joanie!  

     Next is Carleen House who takes     
special attention to enhance the library’s 
display case, and the library shelves. These 
displays are done and changed monthly. 
Thank you Carleen!  

     The one who does an outstanding job 
with our bulletin board to keep it up to 
date and attractive is Nancy   Anderson.  
Thank you Nancy for all you do!  

     All of our plants are tenderly taken care 
of by Charlene Lutz who, thankfully,  
seems to have a green thumb. Thank you 
Charlene!               



 

C .  G i l e s  H u n t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
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City Manager  - 541-459-2856 x 223 

Asst CM/Finance Director - 541-459-2856 x 203 

City Recorder/HR Mgr - 541-459-2856 x 207 

Deputy City Recorder  - 541-459-2856 x 208 

Community Relations/Social Media- 541-580-5489  

Community Development - 541-459-2856 x 206 

Code Enforcement - 541-459-2211 x 214 

Chamber of Commerce - 541-459-3280 

Fire Department - non-emergency only - 541-459-

1394 

C. Giles Hunt Public Library - 541-459-9161 

Municipal Court - 541-459-4636 

Police Dept. - non-emergency - 541-459-2211 

Public Works Operations - 541-459-3542 

Public Works Utilities - 541-459-5768 

Utility Billing - 541-459-2856 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL 911 -  FOR FIRE, MEDICAL, AND   

POLICE  EMERGENCIES ONLY. 

City Hall hours are 9:00a.m.-5p.m. Monday through 

Friday.   

Police Department hours are 8a.m.-5p.m. Monday 

through Friday. 

 

 

       

                       Mayor Todd McKnight 

    541‐391‐9751 

 

 

          Council President Tom Boggs 

    541‐537‐0092 

 

 

                    

                   Councilor Becky Wa les 

    541‐580‐8036 

 

 

              Councilor Travis Tomlinson

    503‐840‐0826 

 

       

              Councilor Michelle Sumner

    707‐738‐0500 

 

          
 
                     Councilor Seth Vincent 
    541‐784‐6790 
 

                     

                    Councilor Forrest Stone                        

       541‐459‐2839 



out too! We don’t want you to 
become the next victim.                                

     Here are some more tips to 
remember:  1) Do not leave a 
spare key near your vehicle. 
2) Close all your windows. 3) 
Park in well-lit areas. 4) In-
stall an audible alarm system 
and/or an anti-theft device. 

     If you have had items   
stolen from your home or car 
we, the Sutherlin Police    
Department want you to be 
aware that we have a Found 
Property listing. We post it on 
our website with items found, 
turned in and collected. The 
list is updated periodically. 
You will find the most        
current listing at 

C hief Troy Mills and his 
staff want to remind 

everyone to please lock your 
vehicles whenever you are 
not in it, yes even during the 
day.   

     Thefts are on the rise so 
its imperative for you to not 
only lock your vehicles but 
to remove or put anything at 
all of value, in your trunk. 
And please take your keys 

www.cityofsutherlin.com. Go 
to the top of the page menu 
and click on Departments then 
go down to the  Police Depart-
ment.   

     As always if you are a   
victim of theft please call the 
Sutherlin Police Department to 
report it. 541-459-2211 

              

Another reminder for those 
utilizing Ford’s Pond. Accord-
ing to Sutherlin Municipal 
Code if you take your dogs to 
any of the Sutherlin parks you 
must have them on a leash at 
all times. We have received 
complaints at Ford’s Pond 
with dogs running loose. 
Thank you!  

Debbie Hamilton, CMC 
Community Relations 
Sutherlin, OR 97479 
E-mail: d.hamilton@ci.sutherlin.or.us   

If you’d like to subscribe to the City’s 
monthly newsletter so it comes right to 
your computer you can do that by 
emailing d.hamilton@ci.sutherlin.or.us  
and you’ll be added to the list. Please 
note, she does NOT give out this email 
list.   

February Events 

 Feb 02 - Ground Hog Day 

 Feb 01 - Friday Fun Day @ Library 2pm 

 Feb 03 - Super Bowl Sunday 

 Feb 06 - Story Time @ Library 11am 

 Feb 09 - Lioness Bunco - (Men & Women) 
Com Center 150 S. Willamette opens at 
6:30pm game starts at 7pm.  

 
 Feb 11 - City Council Mtg 7pm 

 Feb 14 - Valentine’s Day  

 Feb 15 - Friday Fun Day @ Library 2pm 

 Feb 18 - President’s Day  - City offices 

closed. 

 Feb 19 - Planning Commission Mtg - 7pm 

 Feb 21 - SDDI Mtg @Com Center 7pm 

 Feb 25 - City Council Mtg - 7pm 

 Feb 27 - Sutherlin Downtown Development - 

Mtg at Abby’s Pizza - Noon 

City of Sutherlin, Oregon 

P l e a s e  l o c k  y o u r  v e h i c l e s       

A Great Place to Live,  
Work, & Play 

WE’RE ON THE WEB!  

WWW.CITYOFSUTHERLIN.COM  

Please note:  2019 
Council Priorities 
were approved at the 
January 28 Council 
meeting.  We will 
have updates in next 
month’s newsletter as 
they were not ready at 
press time. Thank you 
for understanding!  


