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City of Sutherlin 
Council Workshop Meeting 
Monday, October 28, 2013 

Sutherlin Civic Auditorium – 8:45 pm 
 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  

Tom Boggs, Frank Egbert, Patricia Klassen, Todd McKnight, Karen Meier   
and Forrest Stone 

MAYOR:    Denny Cameron 
 
CITY STAFF:   City Manager, Jerry Gillham 
 City Recorder/HR Manager, Debbie Hamilton  
 Deputy City Recorder, Diane Harris 
 Community Development Director, Vicki Luther 
 Chief of Police, Kirk Sanfilippo 
 Finance Director, Ron Harker 
 Wastewater Supervisor, Brian Elliot 
     
Audience:  Steve Major and Brian Burke Sr.       
 
Introduction of Media:   None present. 
 
Called to order by Mayor Cameron at 8:45 pm. 
 
WASTEWATER FACILITY PLAN/DISINFECTION PROCESS OPTIONS 
Dyer Partnership owner, Steve Major, provided a PowerPoint presentation on proposed 
Wastewater System Facilities Plan. Major explained the City’s history regarding the 
wastewater system involving improvements, repairs, requirements, analysis and 
statistics.  Sutherlin’s growth is at a higher rate than Douglas County.  Major presented 
options and advantages regarding the use of Fords Pond as an effluent storage; he 
added it would be about a million dollars in savings if the City went with Ford’s Pond.   
 
Major described the planned features for the treatment plant, as well as total project 
costs, estimated at $21,242,000.   

 Are we still using the existing system, buildings, filters and pumps?  We will be 
using the existing tanks in the treatment of bio solids, filter building for bio 
solids dewatering, however, there will be new treatment tanks, head works, 
pump station and filter.  The City is facing 2 fronts, not meeting effluent 
requirements in the summer, and during winter months the existing facility 
is too small hydraulically to deal with the high flows.  

 I understand the effluent water going into the pond is very clear.  The water is 
very clear and has no odor.  

 
Discussion continued regarding the issues with the discharge of effluent.   
 
Major addressed costs of the project compared to current sewer service rates being 
charged to customers.   
 
Major explained the “one stop forum” in Salem and meeting with funding agencies and 
their requirements.  He informed Council in order to qualify for grants there are two 
conditions 1) you have to be under an order (MAO) from DEQ, which the City is; 2) sewer 



 

Sutherlin	City	Council	Workshop	–	October	28,	2013	 Page	2	

 

service rates need to be at least $55.00 per month. He discussed the proposed rates, 
informing Council they have found in the past; it is easier to increase the rates 
incrementally over a longer period of time, rather than all at once.  
 
Major reviewed steps involving funding, bids and construction; starting from the date of 
Council approval, ending with date of completion.   

 Why would we be allowed to use Fords Pond without a liner?  It’s already a 
permitted facility. One of the issues is the high cost of building a pond and 
lining it; Ford’s Pond and storage is really the salvation here. 

 Where did you come up the price of the Ford’s Pond property?  There were two 
separate appraisals done.  

Council and Staff discussed issues involving cost comparisons and reasons for 
purchasing the Ford’s Pond property. 

 What is the property currently zoned?  Residential, we won’t need to change it 
back to industrial because its public use. In addition only 98 acres is needed 
for the project; there is another 100 acres to possibly recapture. 

Discussion continued regarding the possible uses for the 100 acres, industrial pond, as 
well as the possibility of creating a wetlands bank for future mitigation purposes.   

 Is there any other plant design that would be less costly?  We looked at 3 
different alternatives and different types of treatment processes. 

Major explained to Council details regarding the preferred choice for the plant design, as 
well as comparisons in other community treatment plant facilities. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm.  
 
     Approved by: 
        Jerry Gillham 

          ________________________ 
        Jerry Gillham, City Manager 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Diane Harris       Denny Cameron 
___________________________             ________________________           
Diane Harris, Deputy City Recorder    Denny Cameron, Mayor 
      
 
                             APPROVED BY COUNCIL NOVEMBER 12, 2013    
                                  


