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City of Sutherlin 
Council Workshop Meeting 
Monday, August 26, 2013 

Sutherlin Civic Auditorium - 8:50 pm 
 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
     Tom Boggs, Frank Egbert, Patricia Klassen, Todd McKnight, Karen Meier 
  and Forrest Stone 
MAYOR:   Denny Cameron 
 
CITY STAFF:  City Manager, Jerry Gillham 
  City Attorney, Chad Jacobs (via Skype) 
  City Recorder, Debbie Hamilton 
  Deputy City Recorder, Diane Harris 
  Community Development Director, Vicki Luther 
  Police Chief, Kirk Sanfilippo 
   
Audience:  None present.     
 
Introduction of Media:   None present. 
 
Called to order by Mayor Cameron at 8:50 pm. 
 
City Code Update 
City Manager, Gillham, referred to the Strategic Plan; to Establish a Council/Staff Ad-hoc 
Committee in September.  Would like to involve two council members to help with the 
update.  City Attorney, Chad Jacobs would advise on legal issues.  
 
Mayor Cameron stated that he would like to see changes in antiquated language and 
codes that no longer apply.  Make the changes as they’re discovered or become an issue 
rather than using valuable staff time reviewing the entire code.   
 
Luther - Ordinances are codified into one large document in the SMC book, the individual 
ordinances aren’t in to code book, but the ordinance language is.  You don’t amend 
ordinances and you don’t repeal Ordinances, you amend and repeal sections in the code 
or add to it with an Ordinance.   
 
Gillham - Some ordinances haven’t been codified yet.  

 
The following objectives were discussed: 

o Suggested going through a chapter a month. 
o Gillham does not want to exclude Council from participating. 
o Council has not been a part of that process until it comes to a vote.  If you find 

something that needs a decision bring it to Council’s attention. 
o Suggested putting a time limit on Ordinances showing when it should come back 

to Council. Some of the ordinances have been there for 40 years that are still 
ok. 

o Concerned with the Ordinances that specifically state Council to review in 3 years, 
for example.   

o Add Ordinances with a time limitation to a calendar. 
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o Gillham - Is everyone in agreement, this will be staff driven?  Yes.  We will create 
a system for doing it, but it will stretch throughout the year. 

o Mayor Cameron-if it becomes a burden let us know. 
 
BUSINESS LICENSE 
Gillham reported the next Strategic Plan Update is to begin the initiation of the Business 
License process. Would like Council to direct staff on their concerns and criteria’s.  
The following objectives were discussed: 

o Compare search of cities that are our size plus or minus 2-4,000 people. 
o What are other cities charging? 
o Contact information is important, business and property owner information, date 

the business started, individual operating the business. 
o What is the cost of enforcing it? 
o What is the impact on businesses and the benefit of the license? 
o Concerns of putting another fee or tax on businesses. 
o What are cities doing with the revenue? 

Not feeling well, Councilor Meier excuses herself from the meeting at 9:06. 
o Concerned with home businesses not paying the business license. 
o Persons operating a business in the city limits should be required to have a 

business license. 
o What is the definition of a business?   
o The definition of a business is to provide a service or create a product. 
o Would PUD’s be included? 

Gillham will put the ideas together and present the findings to the Council. 
 
COOPER CREEK CAMPGROUND 
Gillham referred to an idea from the last Council meeting regarding a campground at 
Cooper Creek.  He has met with Councilor Egbert, they have surveyed it and Gillham has 
taken pictures, as well as talked to a County Commissioner.  They have not been told 
“no” so far.  He would like to add it to the Strategic Plan with Council’s permission.   
The following was discussed: 

o Concerned if there is enough room at Cooper Creek. 
o There may be a couple of possible locations.  Referred to the possible access to 

campsites by boats. 
o Concerned about fires. 
o Go forward and find out if this is feasible, if not, let us know and we will stop the 

process.   
o Gillham would like to continue working with Egbert. 
o Suggested going to the Water Control District meeting with the idea. 
o Suggested looking at Loon Lake for ideas.  They have a primitive campground 

and a State campground, it’s comparable.  Also Galesville Dam. 
 
URBAN RENEWAL DISTRICT 
Gillham reported Councilor Meier introduced this idea and one of the opportunities local 
governments have to rebuild its downtown or what is called “blighted area” is to form an 
Urban Renewal District. Gillham explained the concept of the Urban Renewal District. 
The following was discussed: 

o Is there a limit when you can pull it off and start taxing increase on the property? 
Yes, you put a time frame on it; it’s a 20 year plan.  You create a revenue 
string. 
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o You are talking about projects such as sidewalks, street lights and such but 
you’re not talking about cleaning up any blight.  Yes, and you have to or you 
can’t do it. 

o Identify blight? You have to hire a specialist to identify the blight.  Blight is 
anything that is at poverty, or 20% above poverty level. 

o Previous project of putting in brick planters and sidewalks was an urban renewal 
project, there were limits. 

o Urban Renewal can resolve issues regarding existing structures. 
o Concerns about businesses that may not be in an Urban Renewal District. 
o One of the issues may be to improve areas closer to the freeway. 
o What is the potential for funding? 

Gillham suggested being allowed to bring in an Urban Renewal expert to attend a 
workshop. 

o Concerned about the cost of rehabilitating some of the buildings. 
o May need to condemn some buildings. 
o The cost of new intersections, need to look into grants. 
o Need to prioritize the projects. 

 
Gillham asked for a consensus for Mayor Cameron and Council President Klassen to 
begin meeting again on Monday mornings, perhaps on the Mondays there is no Council 
meeting. Would like them to set the Agenda for the meetings.    

 
Council members discussed the proposed meetings.  The consensus is to meet on the 
alternate Monday of the Council meeting.  Meetings to be recorded 
 
Adjournment -  
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm. 
 
          
Respectfully submitted,   Approved by: ________________________ 
        Jerry Gillham, City Manager   
 
 
___________________________            _________________________           
Diane Harris       Denny Cameron 
Deputy City Recorder      Mayor  
 
 
  APPROVED BY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 9, 2013   


